I. Derrida and Said
With the all too recent deaths of both Edward Said in 2003 and Jacques Derrida in 2004, and the irreparable losses our intellectual communities have sustained as a result of their archiving, I am calling on both as my mourning for intellectual fathers, amongst whom I also place Sigmund Freud. Through the perversity of the interlocking histories of the twentieth century, all three found themselves dying as migrants, displaced from their place of birth, the culture of their familial homes. I want to identify a shared aesthetic in these migratory thinkers about the dynamics of culture, dissemination, and the worlded text. These non-trivial effects of their diverse migration constitute not merely the politics of their thought, but a possible aesthetic of deracinated intellectual identities. 
